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THE CHALLENGE  

 
In the ongoing wake of COVID, Oregon Synod leaders, along with Ecumenical 
Ministries of Oregon, have convened a statewide conversation among 65 faith leaders 
— evangelicals, Catholics, and mainline — from across the state (particularly Coast, 
Southern Oregon, Central Oregon, Mid-Willamette Valley and Eastern Oregon). We 
have shared our stories, asking: What are the pressures your communities are 
experiencing in this lasting wake of COVID and what could be done to protect the most 
vulnerable? We heard a resounding response: HOUSING.  Those who are 
unemployed and rent are on the edge; those who are already houseless are even 
more vulnerable. 

Working with partners like the Oregon Food Bank and others, we have organized 
phone calls, emails and in person meetings with our state legislatures to make TWO 
asks around the upcoming budget legislative session that begins Wednesday, June 
24th: 

1. Extend the moratorium on evictions until October 1, and provide a period of 
six months after the moratorium ends (a) for tenants and homeowners to pay 
back rent and (b) during which time tenants may not be evicted for failure to pay 
their back rent. 

2. Support expanded funding to basic homeless services, especially for 
unaccompanied houseless youth (UHY) by bringing back and passing HB 4039. 

Join your faith-filled voices and call your legislators into God’s pandemic 
Love!  You can either look up and call your legislators 
[https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/findyourlegislator/leg-districts.html], or submit an email through 
the Ecumenical Ministries of Oregon site [https://emo.good.do/covid-houselessness/email/]. It will 
literally take you less than 5 minutes to make sure people stay housed and have the 
services they need during this time. Perhaps it will make sure you stay housed. 

Most important: be sure to tell your story. Here are three easy steps to help you do 
that: 

 

 

https://oregonsynod.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ae3a96d1d43bb3c973f63ae2d&id=18e5077e1f&e=0d5e0a977f
https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/findyourlegislator/leg-districts.html
https://oregonsynod.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ae3a96d1d43bb3c973f63ae2d&id=97680e0de0&e=0d5e0a977f
https://oregonsynod.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ae3a96d1d43bb3c973f63ae2d&id=97680e0de0&e=0d5e0a977f


 

 

1. Start by introducing yourself, including your congregation, where it is located. 
2. Share 2-4 sentences about your own story—the housing pressures on your 

community, particularly in the midst of the pandemic. Create urgency—why the 
NOW of this moment. 

3. Share in 2 sentences the impact the moratorium on evictions and the expanded 
funding to basic homeless services would have. What difference will this make 
for your community? 

 

GET COURAGEOUS, Oregon Synod. 

Your stories have power. 

You are GOOD NEWS! 

 

 

There is hope when we remember 
that we are all beloveds of God, 

made in the divine image, 
and that we are all called to 

metanoia work. 

6-10-20 Metanoia Moment [view video at:  
http://oregonsynod.org/index.php/6-10-20-metanoia-
moment/] 

From Oxford: 
met·a·noi·a 
/ˌmedəˈnoiə/ 
noun 

 change in one's way of life resulting from 
penitence or spiritual conversion. 
"what he demanded of people was metanoia, 
repentance, a complete change of heart" 
 
 

 

 
 
 
From Wikipedia: 
Metanoia, a transliteration of the Greek μετάνοια, 
means after-thought or beyond-thought, 
with meta meaning "after" or "beyond" (as in the 
modern word "metaphysics") and nous meaning 
"mind" (as in the modern world "paranoia"). It's 
commonly understood as "a transformative change 
of heart; especially: a spiritual conversion."[1] The 
term suggests repudiation, change of mind, 
repentance, and atonement; but "conversion" and 
"reformation" may best approximate its 
connotation.[2] In The King James Version of the 
Bible, its verbal cognate metanoeo/μετανοέω is 
translated as repent.[3] 

  

Hello Beloveds, 
 
A few words on reopening as we see rates of confirmed cases and deaths rise again, and as Gov. Brown mandates 
masks in all public places statewide. While each county and context is different, I urge us to slow down. Cases in 

http://oregonsynod.org/index.php/6-10-20-metanoia-moment/
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Metanoia_(theology)#cite_note-3


Oregon are again rising. Our Oregon health leaders are reminding us that those with pre-existing conditions, any 
sign of illness, or are over 60 or 65 should stay home. Masks will be required in all public spaces beginning July 1. 
 
If you and your leadership choose to return to in-person worship, develop a team of detailed planners, use the 
synod guide and hold your attempts at reengaging lightly. If you resume, call the worship services "experiments" 
that you will revisit after a month or six weeks, taking a look at the overall experience and number of cases and 
deaths in the county and state. Are they declining or increasing? Are the sick and elderly listening to your cautioning 
them to stay home? The last thing we want is to host an outbreak.  
 
You have demonstrated a wide variety of approaches to creating community in this time. Some of you have decided 
you won't meet again in person at all through phase I-III, and are worshipping exclusively online, with Facebook 
Live, YouTube, Zoom or some creative mix of two or three of these. Some of you are planning an in-person 
gathering (without communion, singing or hugging of course), with masks and distance, in July or August, outdoors 
on a grassy lawn, some in cars in parking lots, and some of you have decided you will not meet again in person until 
ALL are able to come in person.  
 
Thank you for letting us in the Bishop's office know your plans as they unfold, for your safety teams and protocols, 
and for your care and attention to the health of those you serve. If you haven't yet communicated with me your 
reopening plans or your congregational decision not to, please do. 

Jesus replied to [the Pharisee]: “‘Love your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ 
This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ All the Law 
and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.” Matthew 22:37-39 

Bishop Laurie 

 

 

  

https://oregonsynod.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ae3a96d1d43bb3c973f63ae2d&id=18593f288a&e=0b03695782
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  Pastor Matta Ghaly   

 
I greet you in the name of our loving and liberating God, who saved us and called us 
with a holy calling to be the body of Christ, a small but growing church community in 
the southwest Portland area.  
  
I am honored and grateful the Spirit led you to call me as your new pastor and I am 
excited for the journey ahead as we accompany one another towards being a 
welcoming, courageous, faithful and disciplined missional church in a rapidly changing 
culture. I deeply delight in the ways God has anointed you to be a place of refuge 
where traditional faith intersects progressive values and the gospel is boldly 
proclaimed in Word and sacrament. Thank you for being you and for sharing God’s 
love in worship, service and community. I am here to fan your flames and remind you 
to practice, deepen and live into what you already know!  
  
As I settle here with you and become one of you, I am keeping my heart open as I ask 
questions about our mission and our priorities. I genuinely want to hear from you. 
Together, the Spirit can lead us to honor our past in the legacy of those who came 
before us, listen and learn from our elders, tend to the needs of our younger members, 
and collectively dream the future of Mt. Carmel. For this, I ask your help, your 
collaboration, your feedback, your wisdom and your love – I cannot do this alone, it 
takes a village!  
  
So let us proclaim the good news, continue building relationships, plant new seeds and 
water seeds already planted together and let us fall in love with God, because as the 
scriptures remind us, God has prepared for us who love him that which no eye has 
seen, no ear has heard and no heart has conceived. I am counting on God's promise 
and waiting to be surprised, Church.  
  
In the Love of Christ,  
Pastor Matta Ghaly 
they/them/theirs 

 



 
The Worship Assistant Schedule is attached for next quarter.  As understood, some of the 
duties are not applicable until we return to worship in our sanctuary, at which time a revised 
schedule will be provided.   

We have many opportunities to serve!  Please reach out to Pastor Matta if you are 
interested in participating as a Worship Assistant…the more the merrier! 

  My dearest church family,  

As a part-time pastor with 20 hours a week, I try to divide my hours between worship, 
preaching, administration, visitation and mission. It's sometimes challenging but as with 
everything, I rely on grace and strategy, along with your support. I want to encourage a 
culture of hospitality and will do my best to be available in the ways I am able.  

In addition to Sunday worship and Tuesday evening gatherings, I structure the rest of 
my hours in the below way during COVID.  

I am available on Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays by phone, zoom or in-person 
with a mask on. I spend Tuesdays in the office between 10 AM - 4 PM but 
will occasionally do some visits in the afternoon as well. You can try to stop by but it is 
always safer to call beforehand or schedule an appointment. I am available for urgent 
matters on Thursdays and Saturdays.  

On Fridays, I aspire to be faithful to my sabbath and turn my phone off to breathe, 
nourish my soul and tend to my family life. If there is an emergency, I will certainly do 
my best to be available. Pray for me as I learn to step back, rest and let Christ - the 
head and the host - lead us together.  

With all the Love of him who called us! 

Pastor Matta Ghaly  

 



The Grauer Back-to-School Project is a 
volunteer, non-profit collaborative partnership with local faith organizations, 
social services agencies and businesses, created to respond to the back-to-
school needs of low-income children who attend school in the Wilson cluster of 
schools in Southwest Portland. 
 
This year, on August 8th, children will be provided with a new winter coat, socks, 
shoes, underwear, T-shirt, and a backpack full of school supplies for those who 
comes to St. Luke’s Lutheran. The project began in 2002, and serves several 
hundred children each year. 
 
Mt. Carmel will be collecting school supplies or cash at Church in July, 2020. 
Cash or check can be sent in with your normal giving. Checks can be made out 
to Mt. Carmel, with a notation that the donation is for Grauer Back-to-School 
Project.  The last day to drop off school supplies or cash is Tuesday, August 4th 
by 4 PM.  Please direct questions to Glyn or Sharon Brice @ 503-246-6683. 
 

 

 
From The Teyler family on June 15th: 
 
The Teyler house ate cake last 
night....including Karin, Jeremy and 
Laurel...and it was so good.   We all 
thank you for the notes, the love, the 
encouragement and the   CAKE!    We 
are investing some of the monies into 
Laurel's education fund and the rest is to 
do good in the Good Samaritan Fund.    
Bless you, my friends. 
 

 

 
 
 



Some fun photographs! 

Pastor Matta in a profound 
moment as he swore the oath (of citizenship) recently in Minneapolis! 
Congrats!  

 
 

Angela Ingram…everlasting beauty she is! 

 

 



The doors may be “closed” but the Church remains OPEN!!!  Worship services are by 
Zoom, as are Tuesday night Centering Prayer and Bible Study.  Even Council 
continues to meet!  Don’t forget the Facebook page as well.  Help our members stay 
connected through phone calls and cards! 
 

 
  

            

Due to the Coronavirus, Transition Projects is again cancelled for the month of July.  
The preschool opened up June 8th – with many restrictions.  Be sure and keep the 
preschool, its staff and families in your prayers! 
 
If you are looking for places to donate cold, hard cash please consider the Good 
Samaritan Fund (where we are able to provide emergency assistance to those 
requiring it). 
 

 
 
Pastor Matta is one of the Pastors and is doing a training at a United Theological 
Seminary of the Twin Cities six-week education series that takes place between July 
18 and August 26th.  If you are interested in learning more go to:  
https://content.unitedseminary.edu/en-us/journey-registration 
 
 
 
 
 

https://content.unitedseminary.edu/en-us/journey-registration


Join me in celebrating the life of Bernice Funk in next month’s Challenge.  Please 
ponder your favorite memories or experiences of Bernice as well as photographs so 
we can prepare a tribute worthy of a Queen!  Email to jeannetteking@msn.com by July 
25th.  Thank you! 
 
 

 

Join Steve Cleveland and the Muddy Rudder Down Home Music Hour on 
Facebook!!  This Friday, July 3rd at 8:00 p.m. Steve will play with Great Auntie Lo 
and you can view the concert at the following link:   

https://m.facebook.com/groups/1131976880487340/ 
 
THE BIG NEWS:  On July 18, Steve will be at the Blue Diamond  with the Sportin' 
Lifers at 7 pm.  Actual live music!! 
 
Jeannette had a fun road trip to Tucson with sister Cathy to deliver furniture to 
daughter Vanessa and visit!  Here are a few pics! 

 
  

mailto:jeannetteking@msn.com
https://m.facebook.com/groups/1131976880487340/


 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 
  June 30 

7pm 

 

July 1 
 
 

2 3 4 

5 
10am 
Fellowship On 
Line 
Outreach? 

6 

 
7 
7pm 

 

8 9 
 

10 
 

11 
 

12 
10am 
Fellowship On 
Line 
 

13 

 
14 
7pm 
 

 

15 16 17 18 

19 
10am 
Fellowship On 
Line 
Council? 

20 

 
21 
7pm 

 

22 
 

23 

 
24 
 

25 
 

26 
10am 
Fellowship On 
Line 
 

27 
 

28 
7pm 

 

29 

 

30 
 

31 

 
 

 
 

A little humor! 



                                                                                 Worship Assistants Schedule                                  
                                                                              July – August - September  2020 
                  
                                                                                                                

  Date                                                                                                                                                       Pastor’s 
Assistant                                                                                                                   

Communion       
Assistant 

     Reader Usher/Greeter  Church Cleaning          Offering 
Counter      

         July 5                                      Kelly                     Courtney                    Clarie                             Steve                       Chas        
          
         July 12               Kelly                       Courtney               David                         Chas                              Steve                       Chas             
 
          July 19              Courtney                                                Tom                            Tom                             Steve                       Chas                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
             
          July 26                                                Kelly                    Kelly                     Glyn & Sharon                  Steve                       Chas 
   
          August 2            Kelly                         Courtney             Sharon                       Clarie                            Steve                     Bob/David                           
          
           August 9           Courtney                                               Teri                            Chas                              Steve                     Bob/David 
              
           August 16                                           Kelly                   Courtney                    Tom                              Steve                     Bob/David                                                                                                                                                                
            
           August 23         Kelly                         Courtney             David                   Glyn & Sharon                   Steve                     Bob/David                                                                                                                                                                         
          
           August 30        Courtney                                                 Tom                         Clarie                            Steve                      Bob/David             
                                     
           September 6                                        Kelly                    Kelly                       Chas                              Steve                          Pat 
          
           September 13     Kelly                        Courtney               Sharon                         Tom                          Steve                         Pat                                                                                                               
                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
           September 20    Courtney                                                 Teri                    Glyn & Sharon                   Steve                         Pat                                                                                                                                                                    
                                                                                                                                                                                                   
           September 27                                       Kelly                    Courtney                           Clarie                            Steve               Pat 
  
If you cannot serve as scheduled – Please arrange for your own substitute and notify those who need to know as appropriate. 
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